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 For some Sanpete County 
farmers, all they need to do to 
dismiss a report that climate 
warming in the Mountain West 
may lead to snowless mountain 
tops and barren reservoirs is 
raise their eyes to Horseshoe 
Mountain.
 There they will see a field 
of white snow filling the bowl, 
with assurances that all is well. 
However, deep down, and going 
into the third year of drought, 
Utah’s water managers suspect 
there could be some truth in 
warnings that if trends contin-
ue, the Mountain West could go 
for whole winters without snow.
 Utah water researchers are 
noticing a troubling trend that 
is probably related to climate 
change, said Jordan Clayton, 
hydrologist with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice.
  “We are seeing a tendency 
for a later onset of snowpack 
and earlier melt of snowpack, 
particularly in the medium to 
lower elevations,” he said.
 The changes are not as ob-
vious in higher elevations SNO-
TEL sites, such as Buck Flat and 
Mount Baldy, he said. SNOTEL 
sites are remote weather stations 
that measure snow depths and 
densities. 
 Another notable trend in 
Utah is more extreme weather, 
he said. “We’ve had some really 
large snow years,” he said. “But 
unfortunately, they have been 
outnumbered by a large num-
ber of very poor snow years, and 
there hasn’t been a lot of what 
you’d call ‘average’ snow years.”
 Nonetheless, Clayton isn’t 
expecting Utah’s famous snow 
to disappear anytime soon, 
but he is concerned about the 

trends. The extremes are chal-
lenging to deal with, and Utah 
is experiencing a decreased 
amount of snow relative to rain 
at lower elevations.
 In the Sanpete Valley, farm-
ers are concerned that water 
levels are dropping. In the last 
two years, they have suffered 
through a very bad drought, 
said Utah State University Ex-
tension Agent Matt Palmer.
 “The water situation is dire,” 
Palmer said. “But we don’t know 
if this is just a cycle and we will 
bounce out of it, or if it will 

continue.”
 The problem farmers have 
in northern Sanpete County 
is a lack of reservoirs, Palmer 
said. “Our reservoir is the snow 
on the mountain. So when we 
don’t have a good snowpack and 
it comes down too fast or soaks 
into the soil too quickly, that’s 
when our problems come.”
 Palmer went on to say 
this about the seriousness of 
the drought: “With one year 
of drought, farmers make it 
through; with two years of 
drought, the farmers’ situation 

is dire; if we go into the third 
year of drought like we’ve had 
in the past two years, many 
farmers will go out of business, 
and production will drastically 
be reduced. This is a major 
economic issue.”
 So far this water year, which 
started in October, precipitation 
in Sanpete County and Utah 
overall is well above average.
 Both Palmer and Clayton 
agree that fall moisture is the 
first step to a good water year.
“When we go into the fall dry, 
even if we have a decent snow-
pack, the water soaks into the 
ground and does not come 
down into the streams and into 
the irrigation systems,” Palmer 
said.
 Last year, soils were very 
dry, Clayton said. “But we are 
going into this season with 
above average soil moisture. 
This is kind of like a check in 
your pocket knowing you are 
going to have more efficient de-
livery of water. Once the snow 
starts to melt, you won’t lose as 
much of it.”
 No one knows if the re-
cent drought is a sign of glob-
al warming or just a regular 
drought cycle.
 A recent story in the Wash-
ington Post cited a report from 
Nature Reviews Earth and 
Environment that said if green-
house gasses aren’t reduced, in 
35 to 60 years, mountainous 
states could be snowless for 
years at a time.
 Due to rising temperatures, 
the region has already lost 20 
percent of its snowpack since 
the 1950s, the report said. In 
addition to the 20 percent loss, 
snowpack is peaking and melt-
ing off earlier in the year and is 
expected to continue on that 
track.

      EXPLORATION: BIBLE
By Chip Thompson

Jesus said, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” In the Bible there is 
only One Way of Salvation.

SCARLET THREAD #8 
Christmas Teaches us the Lesson of “One”

Isaiah the prophet said God would give the world a “SIGN” 
that would mark the birth of the Messiah. “The Lord Himself 
will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 
7:14). ONCE in the history of mankind, a virgin would give 
birth to a Son. This Son would be a One-of-a-kind Child. 
He would be called “Immanuel” which literally means, “God 
with us.” As confirmation of this promised sign, two chapters 
later, Isaiah wrote,

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government 
and peace there will be no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment 

and justice from that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

An angel of God announced the first Christmas. The angel 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall 
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their 
sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us” 
(Matthew 1:20-23).

This passage contains several AMAZING FACTS. This special 
Child was to be named “JESUS,” which means “Yahweh is 
Salvation.” This Child “will save His people from their sins.” 
He was the “son of David” – both Joseph (Matthew 1:1-16) 
and Mary (Luke 3:23-38) were direct descendants of King 
David. Jesus was the promised Eternal King (2 Samuel chapter 
7) which meant, JESUS was the promised Messiah. He was 
the One and Only human Child to be conceived by God’s 
Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, and called “Immanuel”—GOD 
WITH US.

The One Way
The entire Bible is a One-Way Street. To be spiritually right 
you first must serve the One True God. In the ancient world 
all the nations had their so called “gods.” But there was only 
One Nation that served the One True God. That Nation was 
Israel, and their One God was Yahweh. The earliest reference 
to Israel in archaeology identified them by naming their God. 
Following is an Egyptian inscription that dates to the time of 
Moses.

The Soleb Temple Inscription: “Nomads of Yahweh” 
(by permission, photo by Joel Kramer)

This inscription was created by Amenhotep III in the late 
15th century B.C. He was the grandson of Amenhotep II, the 
pharaoh who died during Israel’s Exodus from Egypt. At this 
time in history the nation of Israel did not have a homeland, 
they were nomads who wandered in the wilderness for 40 
years. Amenhotep III identified this group of people as “the 
Nomads of Yahweh.” 

Israel was the One nation who worshipped Yahweh as God. 
He told Israel, “’You are My witnesses,’ says Yahweh, ‘And My 
servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe 
Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no 
God formed, nor shall there be after Me. I, even I, am Yahweh, 
and besides Me there is no Savior’” (Isaiah 43:10-11). Yahweh 
also said, “I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me there 
is no God… Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; 
I know not any” (Isaiah 44:6,8). Yahweh declared himself to 
be the One True God.

Yahweh also ordained One place on earth for men to worship 
him. In Deuteronomy chapter 12, God commanded Israel, 
“You shall seek the place where the LORD your God chooses, 
out of all your tribes, to put His name for His dwelling place; 
and… there you shall take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, 
and your your tithes… Take heed to yourself that you do not 

offer your burnt offerings in any place that you choose; but in 
the place which the LORD chooses, in one of your tribes…” 
This command is repeated five times in this one chapter. Where 
is the One Place on earth where Yahweh, God of Israel, chose 
to place his name? Yahweh “said to David and to Solomon his 
son, ‘In this house [this Temple] and in Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name 
forever” (2 Kings 21:7).

The Temple in Jerusalem was the One Place on earth sanc-
tioned by Yahweh, God of Israel, for true worship. It was the 
Only Place on earth where blood sacrifices for the atonement 
of sins were accepted by God. (photo by Chip Thompson)

The One True God, Yahweh, and the One True Temple, 
God’s Temple in Jerusalem, were SCARLET THREADS 
that connect directly to Jesus. Jesus became the One Way 
of Salvation to fulfill the Old Testament law. Jesus came to 
earth as Yahweh’s Temple – the dwelling place of God on 
Earth. This truth is confirmed by the Apostle John who 
wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through Him, and without 
Him nothing was made that was made...  And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:1-4, 14). When Jesus died on the cross, 
in Jerusalem, he became the final blood sacrifice for sins. 
Christmas is all about Jesus. He is The One Way, the One 
Truth, and the Only One who can offer the world Eternal 
Life. Christmas proclaims the birth of the One and Only 
Savior of the World, Jesus Christ.

Merry Christmas to all. May your worship this Christmas 
focus on the ONE who is JESUS, SAVIOR, MESSIAH, and 
YAHWEH GOD.

A photo taken in March, 2021 in Six Mile Canyon shows only a 
skiff of snow on the ground. A hydrologist with the U.S. Natural 
Resource Conservation Service says there is a trend toward 
later onset of snow and earlier melt of the snowpack in Utah. 
Some climatologists say if current warming trends continue, 
in 35-60 years, the Mountain West could go for whole winters 
without snow. 

Winters without snow? Researchers see troubling 
trend of late start, early melt of mountain snowpack
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 EPHRAIM—Ephraim’s 
new all-abilities park, which 
will replace the park located 
behind the Ephraim Library, 
just received its final piece of 
funding last Wednesday in 
the form of a $50,000 check 
from T-Mobile.
 In Ephraim’s city council 

meeting on Dec. 15, T-Mo-
bile of Ephraim presented a 
$50,000 hometown grant to 
the city. T-Mobile is invest-
ing $25 million into small 
town revitalization projects 
over the next five years, and 
Ephraim was selected from 
25 applicants to receive the 
grant. 
 The T-Mobile store 
opened its office in Ephraim 

T-Mobile presents a check for $50,000 to Ephraim City for 
the new all-abilities park at the recent council meeting. 
(L-R): Tracy Nielsen, T-Mobile market director; Mayor John 
Scott; Trevor McHaley, T-Mobile rural market manager; 
Adam James, T-Mobile retail store manager; Michael Patton, 
Ephraim recreation director; and Jeff Bickel, T-Mobile rural 
senior manager.

New Ephraim park fully funded 
with $50,000 T-Mobile grant 

 MT. PLEASANT—The 
Mt. Pleasant City Council 
chamber overflowed with 
citizens on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 
many of whom were eager 
to talk about a new 76-lot 
development being planned 
in three phases for the north-
east side of town.
 The development, called 
Mountainville Farms, is lo-
cated between 400 and 900 
East and 335 and 500 North. 

The site plan has received 
preliminary plot plan ap-
proval from the planning 
commission and the city 
council. 
 That plan did not sit well 
with many in the crowd, 
some of whom claimed to 
have learned about the proj-
ect “just a couple of days ago,” 
even though the proposal has 
been under consideration for 
several months and appeared 
on the city council agenda in 

Mt. Pleasant residents oppose 
new 76-lot subdivision 
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