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By Chip Thompson

Simeon took baby Jesus “up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, ‘…my eyes have seen Your salvation which You 
have prepared before the face of all peoples. A light to 
bring revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Your 
people Israel’” (Luke 2:30-32).

SCARLET THREAD #10 
The Jewish Messiah is Savior of both Jews and Gentiles

One “Scarlet Thread” connection that is often over-
looked is the fact that Jewish scriptures prophesied the 
Jewish Messiah would be the Savior of “all peoples.” In 
about 700 B.C., Isaiah wrote, “Indeed He (God) says, 
‘It is too small a thing that You (the Messiah) should 
be My Servant to restore the preserved ones of Israel; 
I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That 
You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth’” 
(Isaiah 49:6). 

Think about these facts. The Jewish nation was small 
and occupied an insignificant territory in the Middle 
East. Their promised Messiah, Jesus, was a lowly man 
who was born in a shepherd’s cave. His stepfather was 
a mere carpenter. During his life, Jesus only gathered a 
small band of followers, many of whom were illiterate 
fishermen. The Romans crucified Jesus when he was 
about thirty-two years old, and he was buried in a tomb 
in Jerusalem. His disciples all affirmed that Jesus rose 
from the dead but who would believe this claim? It 
seems IMPOSSIBLE that this lowly Jewish man would 
one day be worshipped by people from every nation 
on earth.

With these thoughts in mind, Jesus Christ’s final 
command to his followers was this, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations…” (Matthew 
28:18-19). Did the early followers of Jesus obey this 
command?

In the basement of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem is an archeological inscription. It pre-dates 
130 A.D. and proves the early disciples did indeed take 
the final command of Jesus seriously.

In addition to this, the Lord’s Apostles did not write their 
New Testament letters in the common language of the 
nation of Israel. They wrote their letters in Greek, the 
primary language of the ancient world. Why? Because 
the gospel was for everyone, for both Jews and Gentiles.

Archaeology also supports the growth of Christianity 
amongst Gentile believers. The remains of hundreds 
of ancient churches have been excavated, but very 
few were Jewish churches, most were built by Gentile 
believers. In Rome, the Santa Pudenziana Church 

contains an ancient mosaic that shows the noteworthy 
influence of Gentile believers on Christianity. 

Church history tells us the twelve Apostles obeyed 
Jesus and spread the Christian gospel to the ancient 
world. By the fourth century A.D. Christianity be-
came the official religion of the entire Roman Em-
pire. And today, the religion founded by the Jewish 
Messiah and his small band of followers is the largest 
world religion numbering 2.4 billion believers.

And, in the United States of America, on the other side 
of the world from where it all started 2,000 years ago, 
you would be hard pressed to find a town without at least 
one Christian Church.

“Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 
for great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faith-
fulness of Yahweh endures forever. Praise the LORD!” 
(Psalm 117:1-2). 

Rylands Papyrus 52, is officially the earliest Greek New 
Testament fragment, it dates to about 125 A.D. Today, 
however, scholars have documented approximately 
6,000 ancient Greek New Testament manuscripts that 
date from the second century onward. [Photo by per-
mission: Wikipedia commons] 

	 Grant checks arrived at the 
Mount Pleasant City Hall last 
week after three local museums 
in Ephraim, Fairview, and Spring 
City applied for a grant from 
the Utah Division of Arts and 
Museums together and were 
approved to receive a combined 
total of $80,912 in funding for 
their projects.
	 It was a group effort between 
the State Historic Preserva-
tion Office (SHPO), Northern 
Pioneer Heritage, Economic 
Development department with-
in Sanpete County, and three 
volunteers from each museum 
who all worked on the grant 
application process to ensure it 
was in the best possible condition 
to be submitted and accepted.
	 The application process start-
ed last fall, when Roger Roper 
from SHPO, Kevin Christensen 
from the Economic Develop-
ment department at Sanpete 
County, and Monte Bona, execu-
tive director of Northern Pioneer 
Heritage felt that between the 
three of them, they would be 
able to help a few museums with 
grant applications. 
	 It was something they have 
helped with before. Collectively, 
they felt responsible for helping 
the museums since they were 
all familiar with the process of 
grant applications, which can be 
intimidating for those unfamiliar 
with it.
	 Together they sat down and 
decided to reach out to three 
local museums who they knew 
might be interested in applying 
for grants and found that the 
Ephraim Pioneer Park Museum, 
Fairview Museum of History, 
and Spring City Daughters of 
Utah Pioneers (DUP) Museum 
were all in need of funding and 
wanted assistance with the pro-
cess.

	 According to Roper, the 
rule for this grant was that the 
amount had to be no more 
than $50,000, and if the project 
amount followed this, the grant 
would pay for it all with no 
match required. Unique to other 
applications, this application was 
a bundle of all three applications 
in one, which no one had ever 
proposed before. 
	 However, since the appli-
cations still provided all the 
necessary information, it was 
allowed without any issue. Roper 
mentioned that this provides the 
potential for local museums in a 
rural area to combine their ef-
forts and submit one application 
that covers all projects instead of 
separate applications.
	 The process included a lot of 
details. Each museum needed to 
include the museum “collection 
policy” (what types of historical 
items they collect), their proj-
ects, bids for reference, project 
importance, photos, and more to 
make a case on why their project 
should be funded.
	 Thankfully, Sanpete Coun-
ty not only helped submit the 
application, but is serving as 
the fiscal agent for all the grant 
funds. “This takes some of the 
burden off of the grant recipients 
regarding grant administrative 
paperwork,” Roper says.
	 Roper helped Sarah Thomas, 
a volunteer at Ephraim Pioneer 
Park Museum; Carla Nelson 
from the Spring City DUP Mu-
seum; and Allen Nelson with the 
Fairview Museum of History to 
create these applications in a 
manner that would make their 
case stronger.
	 Eventually, these applications 
got submitted with the help of 
Christensen at the end of Oc-
tober. Since grants take time, 
they waited until mid-Decem-
ber when they received notice 
that they were approved for the 
grants, and again until last week 

Two workers are taking apart the old roofing on the Bailey House 
of the Ephraim Pioneer Park Museum. They spent Friday, Feb. 11 
working on the Bailey roof and will be working on the Granary 
roof next. 

The Spring City Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum will be 
installing a new HVAC mini-split ductless system with the grant 
funds.

The Horizon Building at the Fairview Museum of History is having 
the old HVAC system removed and a new one installed for cooler 
summers and warmer winters.

Three museums, three grants approved for improvements
By Shoshanah Deschine

Staff writer

to receive the checks.
	 Since the Utah Division of 
Arts and Museums’ fiscal year 
is over at the end of June, all 
proposed projects for the muse-
ums will need to be completed 
by then. Since the application 
process took about five months, 
prices for each project have 
changed, and workers are harder 
to schedule for projects. Regard-
less, each museum is well on 
their way to make their projects 
happen.
	 The Ephraim Pioneer Park 
Museum already had a multi-
year plan for renovations and 
has been working hard with vol-
unteers to make the renovations 
happen. According to Thomas, 
the Ephraim Pioneer Park Mu-
seum began the process on this 
part of their project as soon as 
they found out the funds were 
approved. They received a total 
of $29,390 to redo the roofing, 

originally, on the Granary, Bailey, 
and Sorensen cabins; put in a 
new heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) mini-split 
ductless system in the Hansen 
house; and install security cam-
eras throughout the park that will 
be monitored by police.
	 Although the prices have 
gone up and only two roofs can 
be done, all other renovations 
and upgrades are progressing 
quickly. The roofing on the Bailey 
cabin and Granary and security 
system installation will be done 
within the next week or two, and 
the HVAC system is scheduled to 
be installed by April 12. 
	 The Ephraim Pioneer Park 
Museum has plans to be ready 
in spring to provide field trips to 
the Ephraim Middle School and 
Spring City, Ephraim, and Manti 
Elementary Schools.
	 Thomas says that the process 
was smoother with Roger helping 

her through the application. “He 
knew all the ins and outs,” she 
said, and he was “really good at 
walking me through the process.”
	 The Fairview Museum of His-
tory received a total of $45,072 for 
a new HVAC system on their 
two-story Horizon building. The 
current furnaces have been on 
the Horizon building since it was 
new, and they have been having a 
harder time finding parts for the 
old furnace. This was the reason 
the museum board gave Allen 
Nelson permission to look for 
a grant for a new HVAC system 
and retire the old one.
	 Allen Nelson mentioned that 
since they were notified about 
a month ago that it had been 

accepted, they started to move 
forward. Gunther’s Heating and 
Air was scheduled to remove 
the old and install the new on 
Monday, Feb. 14.
	 Allen Nelson says, “Fairview 
Museum would like to thank 
Roger for his help and assistance 
in working on this grant for us,” 
and that it “owes a great deal to 
Roger for his time and efforts.”
	 The Spring City DUP Mu-
seum received a total of $6,450 
to install a mini-split ductless 
HVAC system. Carla Nelson says, 
“We are so excited and grateful; 
the cool air in the summer will 
make things so much better” for 

EXPLORATION: BIBLE

This is The Armenian Boat Inscription. It says, “Yes Lord, 
we will go.” [photo by Chip Thompson, 2018]

This fourth century mosaic contains depictions of 
three ancient churches that were built in Jerusalem. 
The large building above the right hand of Jesus is 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, built by Emperor 
Constantine in about 325 A.D. On Christ’s left side are 
two churches. An octagonal church, built by Gentile 
believers, which connected to a rectangular structure, 
a Judeo-Christian Synagogue, built by the Lord’s 
Apostles in the 1st Century A.D. [photo by permission, 
Joel Kramer, 2021]

(See “Museums” on A3)


